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DEDICATION OF HAPHTORAH SCROLL AT BETH RAMBAM
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

lam happy to speak once again at Beth Rambam. Asyoul_mow,llove
ever;hﬁzg Sephardic. My wife is Sephardic, andlloveSepha_rdlcfoods, and |
fike the Sephardic davening. | am also very honored that David Fink has asked
me to speak today on the occasion of his dedicating a Haphtorah scroll to Beth
Rambam. In addition, David has also dedicated a book in Hebrew, which is a
transiation of my Torah Concepts, in memory of his wife, Helene. | am aiso
honored that Rabbi Yacobian has invited me to speak. | owe him a debt of
gratitude because before he went into the rabbinate he was in the kollel, and he
asked me what it took to make a successful rabbi, so | wrote for him my Ten
Commandments of how fo be a successful rabbi, and the RCA liked it so well
they published it. | am also very grateful to his wife, Rachel, who has been such
a good friend to my wife, Juliette. She went to visit her in the Forum, quite a trek!

The dedication to my book reads: “This volume is dedicated by David Fink in
memory of his beloved wife, Helene Marcia Fink, whose life was guided by the
teachings of the Torah.” ‘Many women have amassed achievements, but you
surpassed them all.” (Proverbs 21:39) Bom and raised in New York’s east side,
dedicated wife for 4} years, loving mother of two daughters for whom she
sacirificed greatly to provide a Torah education, and proud grandmother of six
grandchildren in whom she instilled a love of Torah.”

I knew Helene, and she was a very intelligent woman. She had a good sense of
humor. David Said she had to have that to be married fo him, and she loved
Jewish studies. She was aways interested in ideas, and she liked good
speakers. She and | had many interesting conversations.

Thestoryislzoldabwtastrangerwhowmeirmtl‘iesynagogue. He sat down
and asked what was the curtain in front of the synagogue. He was toid it was the
ark covering. When they took out the Torah, he asked what was the Torah.
TheytoldhirnﬁleTomhoomahedmemlesandlegulaﬁonsMﬁd\ahusa
person to live a life as a good person. He then asked them what was the finger
matMgTorahreaderholds,andﬁbeysaiditwasapomer. After they put the
Torahmtoﬂ\eark,‘ﬂlerabbiﬁmeforwamtogiveasermon. The man asked
what was the rabbi going to do. They said he was going to talk about the Torah.
When the rabbi came up to the lectermn he removed his watch, The man asked
what did that mean, and his friend replied, “It doesn't mean a thing.” You can
never tell how long ' speak.

Weareveryhappy&atﬁrel-laplﬁorahscroﬂisbeingdedhtedbday. You
know, the Haphtorah biessings are different than the Torah blessings. When we
readmeTaah.mre.admeblesshgbe{uemeTmahmdmeblessingaﬂer
the Torah. TheblessuubefmemeTorahspealcsabou(mefadﬂatG-dhas
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chosen us by giving us His torah. Of course, as we learn in "Fiddler on the
Roof,” sometimes it is hard to be the chosen people. Wearemeob)actsof
enmity to many people in the world. We thought we were through with anti-
Semitism after Hitler, but now we have this crazy iranian leader who, too, wants
to eradicate all Jews. As Tevya said, “G-d, 'm happy to be the chosen people,
but couldn't you choose somebody else once in a while?”

After we complete the Torah reading, we say the following blessing: “We bless
G-d, Who has given us the Torah of truth and pianted everiasting life in our
midst.” Of course, it does not mean we are going to live forever, it means the
Jewish peopie will have the ahility to renew itself, that as individuals we will
always be able to overcome our problems.

in the Haphtorah, on the other hand, we have one biessing in the beginning,
which is in the minor mode. The Torah blessings are all in the major mode, and
when we conclude the Haphtorah, we have four blessings which are also in the
major mode. Why shouid this be?

We all know that the Torah, with the exception of two places (the two rebukes,
one at the end of the Torah portion Bechukosai, and the other in Ki Sovo, in
which G-d tells us about the curses that will come upon us if we do not observe
the teachings of the Torah) is very positive. it does not talk about our failings.
The Haphtorah, on the other hand, comes from the prophets, and the prophets
are always telling us how we are sinning, and how G-d is going to punish us for
our sins by bringing the exile upon us. The prophets also teach us that He will
always remember us and will help us, and eventually will end the exile and bring
the redemption.

The four blessings after the reading of the Haphtorah are in a major mode
because they stress the fact that G-d will keep His promise fo us. The first one
speaks about the fact that G-d is righteous in all generations. He is a faithful G-d
W?osaysanQdoes,WhofuJﬁlsallHiswordshhuhandﬁghbom&ss. It says
in allgent_amhons." One generation may not be able to complete the task, but
V{ea!laremvolvedinmepmofredempﬁon. The soldiers and civilians who
died in the Lebanese war did not die in vain. They were bringing redemption

In.ﬂlesecorsdblessing,wealsotan(aboute-dbeingfaivﬂulandmmifuL inthe

ﬁmdblessmg,wemlkexgidﬂyabmnHishavhgmemymZion,andhmHewill
eventually send the Messiah. The fourth blessing tatks about the fact that G-d
hgsgwenusmeTorapandﬂ\eholinessofmeShabbat,whiehgivesusa

g:lmpse.ofﬂ\':dfuhnem)e. When a Jew celebrates the Shabbat, it is as if he is
ready in a redeemed world. He si )

o et ot sings and enjoys good food and the company
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lnoherwoMs,mebmmgbefOIemeHaphlnIahisinmemimrmodeb‘ewuse
we all now have troubles. Nobody lives without sickness and death, family

problems, etc.

The final four biessings are in the major because we know that if we act with
faith.G—dwiﬂgiveustheonurageandsuengﬂ\toavemomourpmbw. Gd
never promised we will never have problems; He only promised He will give us
the courage to overcome them.

This was also Helene. She graduated high school in the lower east side. She
went to a Beis Yaacov for a short time before she graduated from high school
with honors. She went to City College where she received a degree in
secretarial studies, and then taught in high school for many years. She met
David at her friend’s engagement party where the only two people who were
single at the party were she and David. She was sick much of her life, but she
never let her sickness get her down. She always had faith she was going to
recover, and she did not even tell her children about her sickness many times
because she did not want them to worry. Maris and Diane, and later their
husbands, Kevin and David, were the apple of her eye. Her daughters were her
best friends.

in the Torah portion Shoftim, we leam a very peculiar thing. We learn that you
are not aliowed to put a tree by the altar. That seems very strange. We Jews
even have a special holiday for trees. Why didn't they want a tree by the altar?

You know that Jewish houses of worship throughout the ages have been
different from other houses of worship. We never had huge cathedrals or
temples. The important thing for our house of worship is to have a minyan. The
purpose of other houses of worship is to give their congregants a glimpse of
heaven They knew they really cannot solve their problems in life, and, as one
teligion said, “They just have to bear their cross.” They do not really believe they
mnma!teihiswoddbalar. The purpose in going to their house of worship is to
getaglwnpseofheavenbyseeingmegoldmdmestamarldm‘gme
music, to be transported to heaven. They then feel that there is hope, not in this
woﬂd,butﬁneyaregoingtogobabetterwmidaﬁerﬂ\eydie.

That’snotﬁepurpogeofJewishhwsesofworsh’m. Itis true it’s nice to have a
mcehouseofmrshp,andBeﬁrRanhanisaricehoweofwshb,bmitisnot
a fancy cathedral. The pumose of Jewish worship is to bring G-d down to us to
give us the strength and courage to deal with our problems. It is to give us hope
matuq@nsohewrpmbbmshmismu,andﬂlatiswhatHelenebelieved.
Herrelvglongavehergleathopeandowmge. She kept a kosher home, went to
shulon_Shabbat,keptallﬂlehoidays. She convinced David to also keep
everymmgandtohavemefaithﬂ\atmeyoouldovemomedlpmblems. In fact,
sheevensupportedDavid.M)owmﬂievioeprasdentofastnckexchange
company,anheleﬂﬂweﬁnntostartﬂweirmbusinesstogeﬂrer. This took a
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Iotofmumgeandsuengm,especblycomideﬁngherhealh,bm&g(nade_hlm
a success. She worked side by side with him. He never made a decision without
consulting her. She knew that her religion gave her the courage to overcome all
problems. We leam that, too, from throughout Jewish hishorythatnpmatﬁerwhat
ﬂ\epmblem,evenaHonusLJewsaleaMayswiﬂingtostartaganandnever

give up hope.

In the Torah portion Shoftim, we also have the expression “Tomeem — you
should be wholehearted with Hashem, your Lord.” What does Tam mean?
Some people translate it as simpleton because in the Haggadah it says Tam
asks the question, “What's this?" But a Tam is not a simpleton. Yaacov is
referred to as a “Tam Yoshaiv Ohaleem — he was wholehearted sitting in his
tent.” Some rabbis explain that this was a criticism of Yaacov. He was
wholehearted because he did not go out into the world. His faith was never
tested. Later, he had fo contend with Esau and Laban. It is easy to have faith
when you are not in the real world. That’s why it also says, after Yaacov had the
dream of the ladder, that he woke up “Mishnahso,” which can be transiated as
“from his sleep” or also “from his leaming.” Here he had just cheated his brother
and deceived his father. How could he do such a thing? The rest of his life he
lived in the world, and he still remained wholehearted and faithful.

They tell a story about a young man, 22 years old, who proposed to a young
woman, also 22 years old. The young woman wanted to know how much money
he had. He said he had $500. She said, “Five hundred dollars?! | need a man
who has a half a milion dollars.” The young men went away to the big city and
came back five years later. The young woman again asked him how much
money he had. l-lesaidhehadssoo.andshewﬁed,'nwfsdoseenough.‘

Hglenehwﬁathennstinpmlmﬂﬂrhgwasndmaﬂial&hgs,”iwasme
faith you had, the love you have for each other. She befieved in giving Tzedakah
very much. ShealvvaysagreedwithDavidenhegavelargemntsof
moneyawaybeeau&shebeﬁeved,asDavidbelieves,ﬂnatﬂmemlymoneyyou
really save is the money you give away.

lnﬂ:ismk‘sHaMtorah,itstartswihﬂnwords,'Anod\i i.” i
that G-d uses the word Anochi in reference to Himself Te'rl.heonlyhme
CommandmentsisvmenHebmughtaﬂooduponmewoddmNoah'sﬁme,and
when He says, “l am your shield, Avraham.” G-d sometimes allows bad things to
happen,butHealsogivesushestlengﬂntooverwnethem. He is the shield of
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Helene taught this lesson to her family, especially to her grandchildren, Jeremy,
Daniel, Aaron, Alexander, Ofive, and Sophia. She inculcated this lesson into
their hearts, as did David, who wholeheartedly leamed and intemalized this faith
of Helene completely into himself. She never gave up hope.

1 am reminded of the story they tell about an old man in his 70’s in Europe. All
his children immigrated to America and he was alone. He could only eam a
living picking up sticks, filling his bag with them, and selling them at the end of
the day for a kopeck to sustain himself. It was a hot July day. He had a bagful of
sticks at the end of the day when the bag broke and his sticks went everywhere.
He was so hot and tired and he yelled, “G-d, send me the Angel of Death.” A
minute later the Angel appeared and asked, “What can | do for you, sir?” The old
man replied, “Help me pick up my sticks.” A Jew never gives up hope. Letus
hope and pray that none of us will ever give up hope so the Mashiach will come
quickly in our day. Amen.




